
Heading East from Asheville we make our way down the 
mountains to drive up the Devil’s Whip to the Blue Ridge 
Parkway (BRP). The Devil’s whip is a drive north on route 80 
which is an exciting and challenging drive, the two-lane route 
has smooth, well-marked pavement, flanked by rocky 
outcroppings, shear drop-offs and quick, tight hairpin curves. 
You climb 1,205 feet and take 50+ turns in this 3 MILE 
section alone to Buck Creek Gap en route to the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. A drive on the Blue Ridge Parkway will provide 
nice easy but winding drive with amazing scenery and cool 
mountain breezes. From the BRP we will drive north to 
Penland School of Crafts in the mountains. 

Treffen Asheville
September 20 – September 24, 2017

Penland School of Crafts, Blue Ridge Parkway and Bear Creek Marina
Thursday, Sept 21 and Saturday, Sept 23



Penland is a national center for craft education located in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Penland's focus on 
excellence, its long history, and its inspiring, retreat setting have made it a model of experiential 
education. The school offers workshops in books and paper, clay, drawing and painting, glass, iron, 
metals, photography, printmaking and letterpress, textiles, wood, and other media. Our tour will include 
visiting the Penland School Gallery and Visitors Center and we will visit two resident’s workshop studios.

Winding back down the mountain we will have lunch at the rustic Bear Creek Marina on pristine Lake 
James which is nestled in the rolling hill country at the base of Linville Gorge. The return trip around  Lake 
James offers scenic vistas of the Appalachian Mountain range.



Penland School of Crafts & Bear Creek Marina – Out bound route departs 7:30 am from BK 
 Drive 99 mi, 2 hours, 27 minutes 
 Pit Stop – 20 minutes
 Tourist time in Penland – 1hr, 20 minutes 
 Lunch included at Bear Creek Marina – 1hr, 10 min
 Suggested departure time – 1:17 pm 



Return from Bear Creek Marina to Omni Grove Park Inn – Return route 
 Drive 70 mi, 1 hours, 35 minutes 
 Pit Stop – 20 minutes
 Return to the Omni between – 4:00 pm


